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1.0 Section foreword

Water law is one area that is the responsibility of national parliaments. This means there are separate laws,
regulations and byelaws in each country within the UK (England/Northern Ireland/Scotland/Wales).

2.0 Primary Legislation

The diagram below shows the relationships between the principal acts and secondary legislation created to regulate
the provision of public and private water supplies in the UK.
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Prlmary Leglslatlon
Principal Act
Provisions for Water Supply
Specifies offences and powers Allows for secondary legislation to Allows for secondary legislation to
to enforce : define provisions for ' define provisions for
~ primary and secondary legislation L Public Supplies . Private Supplies
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Secondary legislation Secondary legislation Secondary legislation |
Drinking Water Quality Water Fittings Private Water Supplies

Table 1.1 Primary legislation

The primary legislation (Principle Acts) for the four countries of the UK are shown in the table below.

Legislation
Primary Legislation —

Principal Acts

Powers and Offences
provided by the Principal
Acts which can be used
in relation Water Fittings
Regulations
enforcement

1991;

Table 1.2 Primary legislation by country

England

Water Industry Act
1991 (as amended)

Water Industry Act

Section 73 & 75

Northern Ireland

The Water and
Sewerage Services
(Northern Ireland)
Order 2006 (as
amended)

The Water and
Sewerage Services
(Northern Ireland)
Order 2006;

Articles 113 & 115

VIS

Water Industry Act
1991 (as amended)

Scotland

Water (Scotland)
Act 1980 (as
amended) and
Water Industry

(Scotland) Act 2002

Water (Scotland) Water Industry Act
Act 1980; 1991;

Schedule 4; Section  Section 73 & 75
30(1)(a)& (b),&

30(2), & 31(1)

As can be seen these Primary Acts give powers to create secondary legislation usually in the form of Regulations and

Byelaws.
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3.0 Secondary Legislation — Regulations and Byelaws
The table below shows the Regulations and Byelaws for each country of the UK which have been created under the
provisions of the primary acts. The main focus of this manual is to ensure you comply with the requirements of the

Regulations and Byelaws which apply to Public Water Supplies — Water Fittings. These are highlighted in table 1.3

and listed below.

In England and Wales:

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999 (as amended)

In Scotland:

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) (Scotland) Byelaws 2014

In Northern Ireland:

o The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009

In most respects the Regulations and Byelaws of the four countries are mirror images of each other. However, there

are some differences (discussed later) and contractors need to be mindful when working across countries that they
are carrying out work under different Regulations and Byelaws.

Secondary legislation

Public Water Supplies -
Drinking Water Quality

The Water Supply
(Water Quality)
Regulations 2016

The Water Supply
(Water Quality)
Regulations
(Northern Ireland)
2017

The Public Water
Supplies (Scotland)
Regulations 2014
(as amended)

The Water Supply
(Water Quality)
Regulations 2018

Secondary legislation

Public Water Supplies -
Water Fittings

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
Regulations 1999
(as amended)

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
Regulations
(Northern Ireland)
2009

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
(Scotland) Byelaws
2014

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
Regulations 1999
(as amended)

Secondary legislation
Private Water Supplies

The Private Water
Supplies (England)
Regulations 2016

The Private Water
Supplies
Regulations
(Northern Ireland)
2017

The Private Water
Supplies (Scotland)
Regulations 2006
(as amended) and

The Water Quality
(Scotland)
Regulations 2010
and The Water
Intended for
Human
Consumption
(Private Supplies)
(Scotland)
Regulations 2017

The Private Water
Supplies (Wales)
Regulations 2017

Table 1.3 secondary legislation by country
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4.0 Terminology
Throughout this manual we will use the term Regulations to mean:

The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 and
The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999 (as amended)

If it is necessary to distinguish between these two Regulations we will identify them by adding the nation in brackets.
As follows:

Regulations (NI) to mean The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009

And

Regulations (EW) to mean The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999

Throughout this manual we will use the term Byelaws to mean:

The Water Supply (Water Fittings) (Scotland) Byelaws 2014
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1.0 Section Foreword
As we have seen in section 1 different Regulations and Byelaws apply across the four nations of the United Kingdom

(UK). In this section we look at these in more detail.
We have also established that the content of the Regulations and Byelaws which apply across the nations are mainly
the same but laid out differently.

The Regulations in England, Wales and Northern Ireland:

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009
have a similar layout and are divided into three parts;

Part 1 Deals with Preliminaries
Regulation 1 - Citation, Commencement and Interpretation
Regulation 2 — Application

Part 2 Deals with the principle requirements
Regulations 3 and 4 — impose general requirements
Regulation 5 — notification
Regulation 6 — certification by approved contractors

Part 3 — Deals with enforcement
Regulations 7 and 8 — provision of fines
Regulation 9 — entry to premises
Regulation 10 — requirement to enforce
Regulation 11 — allows the regulator to relax the requirements
Regulation 12 — makes consultation requirements
Regulation 13 — makes provisions for dealing with disputes
Regulation 14 — revokes previous water byelaws

The Byelaws covering Scotland:
e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) (Scotland) Byelaws 2014

These were updated from The Water Byelaws Scotland 2000. When updated reference to parts was removed and
the number of byelaws reduced from fourteen (previously aligned to the Regulations) to nine. Although it may
appear requirements have been reduced it should be recognised that the requirements are also contained in other
Scottish legislation, for example, Scotland Water (Scotland) Act 1980 and that some requirements have been moved
from one byelaw and encompassed in others.
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2.0 Schedules
Both the Regulations and Byelaws contain two Schedules. Except for some minor differences (which are highlighted

in the text) these are the same across the four nations of the UK.
The schedules deal with the following:

Schedule 1 — Fluid categories
Lists the fluid categories 1 to 5. These are detailed at 4.1 below.

Schedule 2 — Requirements for water fittings
This consists of 31 Paragraphs which are part of both the Regulations and Byelaws. They deal with the technical
content. For the purposes of this training we will look at selected Paragraphs. That is:
e Paragraphs 1to 15
e Paragraphs 30 and 31
These are detailed at 11.00 below. Paragraphs 16 to 29 are beyond the scope of this course.

3.0 Relating Regulations and Byelaws across the four nations.
Table 2.1 shows the main parts of the Regulations and Byelaws and references where they can be found or are

covered in the Regulations and Byelaws pertaining to each nation.

The table does not cover every heading as some are not relevant to this training, however, the table provides an
overview and an indication of how closely the Regulations and Byelaws are aligned.

It is also perhaps worth noting that some of the differences you will encounter are due to the Regulations (EW) not
having been updated recently. This means that when they are updated they are likely to be more closely aligned to
the Regulations (NI) and the Scottish Byelaws.

. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Country
Regulation or Byelaw

England and Wales
The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
Regulations 1999 (as
amended)

Northern Ireland

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2009

Scotland

The Water Supply
(Water Fittings)
(Scotland) Byelaws 2014

Heading: Covered in

Citation, Commencement and Part | - Preliminary Part | - Preliminary Byelaw 1

interpretation Regulation 1 Regulation 1

Application of Regulations Part | - Preliminary Part | - Preliminary Byelaw 2
Regulation2 Regulation2

Restriction on Installation Etc. Part Il - Requirements Part Il - Requirements Byelaw 3

of Water Fittings Regulation 3 Regulation 3

Requirements for Water Part Il - Requirements Part Il - Requirements Byelaw 4

Fittings Etc. Regulation 4 Regulation 4

Notification Part Il - Requirements Part Il - Requirements Byelaw 5
Regulation 5 Regulation 5

Contractors Certificate Part Il - Requirements Part Il - Requirements Byelaw 6
Regulation 6 Regulation 6

Offences by Corporate Bodies Byelaw 8

Penalty for Contravening Part Il — Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Byelaw 7

Regulations (E/W/NI) Etc. Etc.

Offences (S) Regulation 7 Regulation 7

Inspections measurements Part Il — Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Scotland Water

and Tests Etc. Etc. (Scotland) Act 1980
Regulation 9 Regulation 8

Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Scotland Water
Etc. Etc. (Scotland) Act 1980
Regulation 10 Regulation 9

Byelaws/Regulations

Etc.
Regulation 14

Etc.
Regulation 15

Approval by the Regulator or  Part Il — Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Byelaw 4
the Water Undertaker Etc. Etc.

Regulation 12 Regulation 11
Revocation of Part Ill — Enforcement Part Ill — Enforcement Byelaw 9

Contamination Incidents;
Remedial Works and
Recovery of Expenses

Part Il — Enforcement
Etc.
Regulation 14

Scotland Water
(Scotland) Act 1980

Table 2.1 Water Regulations and Byelaws Overview

We will now look at the Regulations and Byelaws in more detail using the headings in the table.

4.0 Citation, commencement and interpretation
States the title of the Regulations and Byelaws and when they commenced:
e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999 for England and Wales were implemented on July 1 1999 but

were not enforced until 15 July 2000. They were made under section 67 of the Water Act 1991.

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) (Scotland) Byelaws 2014 were implemented on 13" May 2014. These are an update

to the Water Byelaws Scotland 2000 which came into force on 4t April 2000.

e The Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009 were implemented on 3™ August 2009. They

were made under the Water and Sewerage Services (Northern Ireland) Order 2006
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Internal
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in this
instance
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Diagram 4.07

1
Drain Off

Meter
Adaptor

Stop Tap

Kit assembled on site inclusive
and drain off. The thread on
the manifold must be 1%" bsp.

Remember to leave room for a

Diagram 4.08

of concentric adaptor, stop tap

meter to be fitted at a later date.
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Diagram 4.09 Pre-assembled adaptor without meter
Diagram 4.10 Pre-assembled adaptor with meter
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3.02 In-wall metering option
Please note: external underground meter housing is not required

When the in-wall metering option has been selected, the following conditions of service must be adhered to. Failure
to comply with any of the conditions below may result in refusal to connect. It is important to check with the local
water company for their specific conditions of service for all recommended installation methods.

Conditions of Service — In-wall AMR Meter
Condition 1 — In-wall Meter Box must be installed (please refer to overview drawing)
e Canonly be installed into premises where the external wall thickness is between 270mm and 400mm.
e The in-wall meter box must be located on an external elevation of the property.
e The box should be built into the structure of the exterior wall and be installed no higher than 1 metre above
finished ground level.
e The installation of the in-wall meter box must comply with the specific manufacturer’s installation
specifications.
Condition 2 — Coil of pipe at the boundary of the property
o The supply pipe must be laid in a continuous unjointed length to the boundary.
e There must be sufficient length of pipe left
e coiled at the boundary to reach the water main (the location of the main will be shown on the CAD drawing
and approximately how much coiled pipe
e isrequired).
Condition 3 — ID Tracing Mesh must be installed or visible
o The supply pipe must have a continuous length of blue tracing mesh laid above it up to the boundary of the
property.
Condition 4 — Sealed supply pipe
e The supply pipe must be sealed at the boundary with a mechanical stop end to prevent contamination.
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WRAS approved In-Wall Meter
Box installed by developer. Box
maintained by water
undertaker

T

Wall thickness 270mm
to 400mm

\ Advisory Note: It is advised to install a
stopcock and drain off as close as practical to
\ the entry point of the service pipe
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Diagram 4.11 In wall meter installation.
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